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KNUT BRYNHILDSVOLL is Professor of Nordic Literature at the University 
of Cologne; Guest professor at the universities in Hamburg, Bochum, Marburg, 
Giessen and Zürich. From 2000 to 2007 he was the director of The Centre 
for Ibsen Studies, University of Oslo. He has published over 200 articles in 
national and international research journals on topics from romantic literature 
to postmodernity, including literary theory and comparative literature, and 
numerous scientific books in Norwegian and German.
YOLANDA CABALLERO ACEITUNO is Assistant Professor in the Depart -
ment of English Philology of the University of Jaén (Spain), where she completed 
her doctorate with a thesis on Laurence Sterne’s narrative. She has published 
several articles on this author, eighteenth-century English literature and the 
theory of cultural semiotics, which also comprise some of her main research 
interests. She has also been engaged in two research projects about the 
representation of Muslims, Jews and Spaniards in Early Modern English writings 
and is also studying the conf licts of identity as ref lected in the works by some 
late seventeenth and eighteenth-century women writers. 
ANNE-MARIE LE BAILLIF taught French literature at the University 
Paris Est Créteil until 2010. Since then she has worked on political topics in 
literature. She has studied 16th-century theatre and 20th-century novels that 
developed national languages in new nation states, like Estonia or Norway. 
Her present research is focused on A. H. Tammsaare’s novel Tõde ja õigus (in 
French translation Vérité et justice). She is the author of a work titled Jean Virey 
du Gravier, Tragédies (Champion, 2013) and has published articles in journals 
(Grandes figures historiques dans les lettres et les arts, Nordlit, Image et Narrative).
JONATHAN LOCKE HART is Chair Professor, Creative Writing, Comparative 
Literature, Theory, and Literature in English and Director, Centre for Creative 
Writing and Literary Translation and Culture at Shanghai Jiao Tong University. 
He is also Core Faculty in Comparative Literature at Western University and 
Life Member, Clare Hall, University of Cambridge. A Fellow of the Royal Society 
of Canada, he is a poet, writer of other genres, literary scholar and historian 
who studied at Toronto and Cambridge and has held visiting appointments at 
Harvard, Cambridge, Princeton, Toronto, the Sorbonne Nouvelle (Paris III) 
and elsewhere. The author of many articles and over twenty books, including 
Theater and World (1992), Northrop Frye: The Theoretical Imagination (1994), 
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Representing the New World (2001), Contesting Empires (2005), Interpreting 
Culture (2006), Empires and Colonies (2008), Shakespeare: Poetry, History and 
Culture (2009), Shakespeare and His Contemporaries (2010), Literature, Theory, 
History (2011), Fictional and Historical Worlds (2012) Textual Imitation (2013), 
From Shakespeare to Obama (2013), and The Poetics of Otherness (2015). He has 
two books under contract and a number of articles or chapters on Ted Hughes, 
comparative literature, world literature, translation, poetics, theory and other 
topics. His most recent book of poetry is The Burning Lake (2016).
MIRUNA IACOB is a third-year PhD student at the Faculty of Letters of 
Transilvania University of Braşov, Romania. Some of her research interests 
concern theories of humor, functions of humor in Romanian literature during 
communism, post-communist Romanian writings, intercultural dialogues, 
the subversive nature of humor within a totalitarian regime, communism and 
postmodernism. She has published articles on totalitarianism and dystopian 
literature, on humor theories, and gender issues in Romanian literary magazines.
MAIRE JAANUS is Professor of English and Comparative Literature at Barnard 
College and the Columbia School of Graduate Studies, and the author of Kirg ja 
kirjandus: esseid eesti ja Euroopa kirjandusest ja psühhoanalüüsist (Literature and 
Passion: Essays on Estonian and European Literature and Psychoanalysis, 2011), 
She – a Novel (1984), Literature and Negation (1979), Georg Trakl (1974); co-
editor of Culture and Clinic: We Are All Mad Here, Vol. I (2013); Lacan in the 
German-Speaking World (2004), Reading Seminar XI: Lacan’s Four Fundamental 
Concepts (1996) and Reading Seminars I and II: Lacan’s Return to Freud (1995). 
Recent articles on Camus, Hamlet, Lispector, Tolstoy, and Plato have appeared 
in Literature in Contexts, Lacanian Interpretations of Shakespeare, Psychoanalytical 
Notebooks, Lacanian Compass, and Socrates: Reason or Unreason as the Foundation 
of European Identity. 
KAN CHIA-PING is Professor of French at the National Central University of 
Taiwan. She has published a series of articles on Balzac in international journals. 
Since 2012, she works on comparative studies between The Human Comedy and 
Dream of the Red Chamber, one of the four classics of Chinese literature, and has 
published two articles in this area.
FLORENCE KUEK is an editorial assistant of International Journal of Diaspora 
& Cultural Criticism. She is currently working on her doctorate research at 
the Chinese Studies Department, University of Malaya. Her research foci 
include literary criticism and modern literature. Her recent published articles 
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in peer-reviewed indexed journals include “Rosalie or not Rosalie: Han Suyin’s 
ethical identity and ethical choices in the Crippled Tree series” (Forum for 
World Literature Studies, 2014); “An Appeal for Legitimacy: A Ref lection on the 
Autobiographies of Pearl S. Buck and Han Suyin” (Universitas: Monthly Review of 
Philosophy & Culture, 2015) and “Homeland and Complexities: Identity search in 
Mahua Literature” (International Journal of Diaspora & Cultural Criticism, 2017).
LI XIAOYI is a PhD candidate in Theory of Literature and Art at Peking 
University (Department of Chinese Language and Literature). Her publications 
include the articles “Politics Field and the Humane Requirements of Chinese 
Literary Theory” (Chinese Language and Literature Research, 2015) and “Power, 
Tool and Imagination: Three Dimensions of Jack Zipes’s Criticism on Fairy 
Tales” (Literature and Art Criticism, 2016). 
LING TEK SOON is a senior lecturer at the Institute of China Studies, Univer-
sity of Malaya. Apart from teaching, he is currently engaged in the research 
project Abode of Dead, Depository of Knowledge and Contested Realm: A Study 
of Chinese Cemeteries in Malaya. He has published a number of articles in intre-
national journals, such as Foreign Literature Studies, Universitas, East Asia: An 
International Quarterly.
AGNIESZKA ŁOBODZIEC is Assistant Professor and the head of the Section 
of Literature of the English Speaking World, English Department, University 
of Zielona Gora, Poland. She is the author of Black Theological Intra-racial 
Conflicts in the Novels of Toni Morrison (2012) and From Oppressive Patriarchy 
to Alternative Masculinity: Black Men and Violence in Womanist Novels (2016). 
ANNELI MIHKELEV, Tallinn University, PhD in Semiotics and Cultural 
Studies at the University of Tartu with the monograph Vihjamise poeetika 
(‘The Poetics of Allusion’) (2005). She works as a Senior Researcher in Tallinn 
University, current research project Estonia between East and West: the Paradigm 
of “Own”, “Other”, “Strange”, “Enemy” in Estonian Cultures at the End of the 19th and 
in the 20th Century. Her fields of research include Estonian literature, allusions in 
literature and culture, and comparative literature (mainly Baltic literatures). She 
has published articles on these topics in international and Estonian publications. 
She is also an editor of the reference guide to authors and their works 300 Baltic 
Writers: Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania (2009), and the collections of articles We Have 
Something in Common: the Baltic Memory (2007) and Turns in the Centuries, 
Turns in Literature (2009).
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BĀRBALA SIMSONE is a literary scientist, one of the leading specialists in 
Latvia regarding genre fiction. Her doctoral thesis (2007) was devoted to the 
mythological aspects of English and Latvian fantasy prose. She has published 
two books: Geography of the Imagination: Mythical Paradigm in English Fantasy 
Prose (2011) and Monsters and Metaphors: Insight in the World of Horror Fiction 
(2015). Her research papers have been published in Latvian, Lithuanian, 
Estonian, Polish and Danish academic editions. Her research interests concern 
genre fiction (especially fantasy, science fiction and horror genres), gender 
studies and Latvian original fiction. Mrs Simsone regularly publishes book 
reviews in the most prominent culture press editions of Latvia. She works in 
the publishing house Zvaigzne ABC Publishers as the Head of Department for 
Latvian Language and Literature. 
KATRI SIRKEL has a Bachelor’s degree in English Language and Literature and 
a diploma in English language teaching from the University of Tartu (both 2000) 
and a Master’s degree in English Language and Literature from the University of 
Tartu (2005). Since 2009 she is enrolled in the doctoral programme of Germanic 
and Romance languages and literatures at the University of Tartu, where she 
was also Assistan Lecturer at the Department of English from 2002 to 2013. 
Since 2013 she is lecturer of English at the Estonian National Defence College.
ANA TOROŠ is Assistant Professor at the School of Humanities and a research 
fellow at the Research Centre for Humanities (University of Nova Gorica). 
Her main research and teaching domain is literature along the border between 
Slovenia and Italy. In this regard it is important to note her postdoctoral 
research fellowship in 2009 that she received by the Consorzio per lo Sviluppo 
Internazionale dell’Università di Trieste for further research of the poetry of 
the Trieste region. In 2011 she brought out a monograph (The Image of Trieste 
and Its Surroundings in the Slovenian and Italian Poetry of the First Half of the 
20th Century) and received an award by the Republic of Slovenia Government’s 
Office for Slovenians Abroad. She published her second monograph in 2013: 
O zemlja sladka: kamen, zrno, sok. Alojz Gradnik ter romanski in germanski svet 
(‘Alojz Gradnik and the Romance and Germanic Worlds’).
WANG TIAO is associate professor in English at School of Foreign Languages 
in Harbin Institute of Technology, China. She got her PhD in English Language 
and Literature in 2014 from Shanghai International Studies University. She 
was a visiting scholar in Durham University in UK from 2012 to 2013. Her 
research interests cover comparative literature and world literature, especially 
fiction studies. She has published 13 papers in different Journals, such as Foreign 
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Language Studies. Her translation of Ronald Schleifer's Pain and Suffering into 
Chinese  was published in 2017.
INDRĖ ŽAKEVIČIENĖ, Dr. Phil., is Associate Professor at the Department 
of Lithuanian Studies at Vytautas Magnus university. In 2006 she gained her 
master degree in Psychology and after that expanded her field of interest – 
became interested in interdisciplinary comparative studies. She has published 
one scientific monograph on poetry of Lithuanian emigrant poet Vladas Šlaitas 
(Vlado Šlaito poezijos paralelės, 2002) and one monograph on Ecocriticism 
and Lithuanian literature together with two colleagues Irena Ragaišienė and 
Vijolė Višomirskytė (Ekokritikos akivarai, 2007), her main publications in 
English have been published in Interlitteraria and Studia Ecologiae et Bioethicae. 
Her research interests include comparative literature and its interdisciplinary 
aspects, ecocriticism, ecopsychology, cognitive poetics. 
